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he annual celebration of Europe-
an gulfure in Singapore is back
for Hs thivd and biggest vear.
From now until May next
vear, Encore! The Buropean Sea-

g0 In Singapore is promoting dance, dra-

fiea, yousle and avt fiom more countriss on
the continent to raige awareness and appre-
clation.

Druring a press confersnce ab the Foller-
ton Hotel vesterday, i wae revealed that
miore than 200 events have been lined up
thigyear, cormpared to last vear’s 150,

Thé teason abms to attraet at least
230,000 visitors, compared to the 225,000
lagt yeir, The 2000 season had a vm@w% of
about 42 million bot this vear's has vet te
b fihalised,

Polend apd Dreland are ameng the
nations represented for the first tine, with
& Chopln concert by Polisk-Canadian pian-
izt Dandel Winikowdki this month and & pey-
formance by the [righ Charber Orchestra
next month,

Encore! reaches oulb to presenters bring-
ing in cultaral evente from BEuropean coun-
trigs and helps with marketing and publici-
ty, The enigoing Buropean Union Film Festi-
wal until May 16 and Voilah! French Pasti-
val, which is on i May 21, come under the
Encoral umbrells,

The initiative waz the brainchild of
Franee's former ambassador here, Mr
Pierre Bubier, and is the only season of Eu-
vopean culbure in the world

Ambassador  Holger Standertskiold,
head of the delegation of the Furopesn Un-
ion to Singapore, told Life! vesterday: “We
think itz fantastic, it's a great platform, a
wonderful way to show gl fogether the Bu-
ropean culbur 3l div ersity that we have.”

His views were echoed by the represent-
gtives of other nations, including IHaly,
Franece and Spain, at the press conference.

Mr Standertshjold called the festival =
good wav o bring Singapore and the LU
closer together, L ding: “Economie tes spe
very cloge, but .m Wm the intersction be-
yond trade and commerce that i
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inportant.”

The performance by planist Wiukowski
this imonth is being presentad by the Polish
Feobassy and the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra, The frish Chamber Orchestra
performance on June 22 at the Esplanade is
being presented by the Nanvang Academy
of Fine Arts and The Singapore freland
Fund.

Encore! is alze supporting made-in-Sin-
gapore events such as next month's Opers
i The Park 3 the Gingapore Lytie Owwmm.
The event iz being festured in the
bi-monthly event calendars for the Burope-
an season that will be distribvited all over
the gland. -

SLO general manager Ng Siew Eng
gppreciates the mvawsnﬁ gaying it 83@?-
mants existing marketing campaigns.

Singapore Arts Festival general mansger

mamr flair: Flamenco dancers mwozmnm off thelr moves at the wmmmw conferefic

Low Kee Hong echoss these views, as sever-
4] events under the festival are geliing s
similar boost,

Mr Low also says this sort of suppeort
will help facilitate interactions with {nter-
natiodal artists and be *erucial” in the long
term to helping the festival move from
showease to an event wliere new works are
crested,

s & win-win situation for all con-
cerped, according to Ms Lanrence Harel,
executive divector of Bucorel,

Shwe says “We would like more Singaps-
reans to have scoess to these events and al-
s0 glve move countries the opportunity o
be visible.”
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For more information on Encorel The
m%%ﬁ: Season in Singapore, 20 1o
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